
historical significance of 
Newnan and Coweta 
County; to provide a me-
dium for the expression 
of aims and aspirations of 
the people of Newnan 
and Coweta County that 
will reflect the best think-
ing and planning of the 
development of the heri-
tage and historical tradi-
tion of the life of this 
area, and provide an 
agency through which the 
people of this town and 
county may voluntarily 
pool their energies to 
accomplish an organized 
and developed establish-
ment for the furtherance 
of historical values con-
tained and made a part of 
Newnan and Coweta 
Countyó.  (Cont. on P.4) 

 

By Laurie Pope  

laurie.pope@gmail.com 

All of us have probably 
asked periodically 
(usually in moments of 
frustration), òWhat good 
does the Historical Soci-
ety do?  How do we serve 
the community?  Could I 
spend my time better 
working in some other 
organization?ó  Many of 
us have been members 
for so long that we might 
have forgotten what the 
Historical Society has 
done for the community 
over the past years.  A 
quick review of how the 
organization was formed 
and why it is important 
today is appropriate. 

The Calhoun house was 
located in what became 
known as the Quality 
Foods Shopping Center 
(where the Justice Center 
now stands).  In 1970, 
the house was torn down 
to make way for Gibson's 
Department Store. Other 
stores in that area were 
Sears and Colonial.  Citi-
zens of Newnan, con-

cerned about the 
reckless destruc-
tion of historic 
homes, banded 
together to form 
the Newnan-
Coweta Histori-
cal Society.  In 
the articles of 
incorporation, the 
Society was organized to 
òPromote interest in the 
historical background and 
cultural heritage of New-
nan and Coweta County 
and to develop this his-
torical background and 
heritage to the cultural, 
economic, and social ad-
vantages to the entire 
county; to disseminate 
information and ideas that 
will facilitate and encour-
age the development of 
the historical significance 
of Newnan and Coweta 
County and to that end, 
promote the progress and 
improvement of the civic, 
cultural, and educational 
life of the community; to 
foster the interchange of 
thought and ideas among 
its members and the pub-
lic having to do with the 
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SPECIAL  POINTS  OF 

INTEREST : 

¶  Calhoun House destruction 
led to formation of the 
Newnan-Coweta Historical 
Society 

¶ Male Academy Museum 
open 6 days weekly by 
Historical Society 

¶ Historical Society Operates 
the History Center (old 
Atlanta-West Point  Rail-
road Depot) 

¶ Historical Society surveyed 
and recorded all historic 
properties in Coweta 
County 
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museum structure and 
cataloging was instrumental 
in establishing the archival 
system of all the artifacts 
the Historical Society 
maintains.  She was a 
strong advocate of preser-
vation and was a tremen-
dous asset to the commu-
nity.  She is missed by all 
who knew her but will be 
long remembered for her 
enthusiasm and dedication 
to her passions.  Ellen sur-
veyed and recorded all the 
historic properties in     

Coweta County and was 
instrumental in getting the 
Battle of Brownõs  Mill lo-
cation nominated as a his-
toric site.  She is survived 
by her husband John of 
Newnan and daughter Ma-
ren and her husband Paul 
of Jacksonville, Florida.  
The Historical Society has 
made a donation to the 
Newnan Presbyterian 
Church Pipe Organ Resto-
ration Fund in memory of 
Ellen.  Also, in 2010 three 
deserving students  (one 
from each of  the county 
high schools) will be 

awarded the Ellen Ehren-
hard scholarship. 

ELLEN  B. EHRENHARD  

R ECREATE THE  D EPOT 

An important and current 
project of the Historical 
Society is to recreate the 
Atlanta and West Point Rail-

road Depot on East Broad 
Street.  The passenger de-
pot was torn down years 
ago and the freight depot 
has been restored and is 
currently in use as an inter-
pretive center for the his-
tory of Coweta County and 
the Battle of Brownõs Mill. 
The plans are to recreate 
the passenger depot, tie it 
into the freight depot, and 
construct a collections 
facility on the north end of 
the complex.  Once com-
pleted, the facility will be 
one continuous building.  
Initial estimate for the 
construction cost  is ap-
proximately $1.5 million.  
Construction of this com-
plex will provide the com-
munity with a much- 
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South Side (Front View)     

West Side (Side View)     

The Historical Society 
notes with sadness the 
death of Ellen Ehrenhard 
in December.  Ellen was 
an active member and 
supporter of the Historical 
Society from the time she 
and her husband John 
moved to Newnan in 
1984.  She was the execu-
tive director of the organi-
zation twice, first from 
1985-1987 and again from 
1999-2003.  Ellen was an 
archeologist by profession 
and her understanding of  

needed location to preserve 
and protect the historically 
significant artifacts of the 
community as well as pro-
vide a suitable location to 
exhibit the history of the 
county.  The complex, 
called the History Center, 
is available to Historical 
Society members as a spe-
cial events venue. 


